Combined extracapsular cataract extraction and posterior chamber intraocular lens implantation and trabeculectomy.
In a retrospective study in a consecutive series of operations performed by the author, 13 eyes in 10 patients underwent combined extracapsular cataract extraction, posterior chamber intraocular lens (IOL) implantation and trabeculectomy. All had significant cataract and chronic open-angle glaucoma with field loss, uncontrolled or marginally controlled on maximum tolerable medical treatment. All had a postoperative reduction in intraocular pressure. Significant complications included malignant glaucoma (in two eyes) and a late choroidal detachment (in one eye). The indications for and the advantages of the combined procedure are discussed, emphasising the advantages of extracapsular cataract extraction (ECCE) and posterior chamber lens implantation, in patients with chronic open-angle glaucoma (COAG).